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PRESS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact:

Mari Steinbach, Director 

865-7557

Improvements Recommended to Burlington Kids After School Program 

Over the last two school years the Parks and Recreation Department and Burlington School District have worked to establish a unified afterschool program for Burlington’s elementary school children. After a pilot initiative at the Flynn School in the 2008-2009 school year, the program was expanded to Champlain, Edmunds, and CP Smith in the current school year.  What is now known as “Burlington Kids” is a collaboration between the Burlington Parks and Recreation Department and the Burlington School District to meet the needs of children and families at Champlain, Edmunds, Flynn, and CP Smith schools. The program provides opportunities for recreation, enrichment, academics, and reliable childcare to Burlington’s elementary school aged children.

As this program was implemented, the Parks and Recreation Department and School District also formed the Burlington Kids Leadership Council, a working group comprised of key leaders from the Department and District, to evaluate and review the program’s mission, effectiveness, and efficiency. 

Based upon a survey of families, comprehensive program monitoring, budget oversight, mid-year internal assessments, and a management and financial review, in order to move the collaboration successfully into the next school year, the Leadership Council is recommending increasing the efficiency, effectiveness, and service delivery of the program by:

 

1.     Transferring fiscal and daily operations to the Burlington School District to rectify incompatible systems and improve efficiencies and accountability;

 

2.     Transferring administrative responsibility to the Burlington School District Site Leaders to reduce costs, clarify lines of authority,  and unify policies; and

 

3.      Restructure staffing to eliminate duplication and increase service.
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Other facets of the collaboration are intended to remain intact or be strengthened. The Leadership Council is to continue in its oversight of all operations, with Burlington Parks and Recreation maintaining its leadership position, and the Council is committed to continuing to find and make improvements to the collaboration to increase services. 

 

On May 25, 2010, the Burlington Kids Leadership Council briefed City and elected officials, including members of the Parks and Recreation Commission, the School Board, and the City Council, on the status of its collaborative afterschool program. The briefing was held to present the Leadership Council's recommended improvements to the program and to continue to enhance and grow the collaboration into the next school year. 

The Burlington Parks and Recreation Department and the Burlington School District will continue briefing appropriate committees regarding the proposed changes over the next two weeks. Meetings that have already been scheduled are as follows:

 

· Parks and Recreation Commission - 5/28 4:00 PM

· Parks, Art, and Culture Committee - 6/1 5:00 PM

· BSD Finance Committee - 6/7 5:00 PM

· BSD Full Board- 6/8 7:00 PM

· Burlington City Council - TBD
· City of Burlington Board of Finance- TBD

Further, informational sessions with parents and families will be conducted at each site. 
· Flynn - Monday, June 7th, 5-6 pm

· Champlain - Tuesday, June 8th, 6-7 pm

· CP Smith - Wednesday, June 9th, 5:30-6:30 pm

· Edmunds - Thursday, June 10th, 5:30-6:30 pm
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